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NEWS FROM EMERALD YOUTH FOUNDATION OF KNOXVILLE

A Note from Steve
Each fall when school 

starts, I think about kids 
like Jesse.

Jesse was an urban 
fi fth grade boy who often 

shot bas-
kets in 
his front 
yard in-
stead of 
going to 
s c h o o l . 
J e s s e ’ s 
mom, a 
s i n g l e 
m o t h e r, 

explained it to a staff 
member at a nearby Em-
erald Youth Foundation 
neighborhood ministry: 
“Jesse just doesn’t want 
to go to school, and I don’t 
think I can make him.”

“Call me the next time 
he won’t go,” said the staff 
member. She called the 
very next day.

Two important things 
then happened. The staff 
member, who had already 
begun shooting baskets 
with Jesse, went to his 
house and drove him to 
school. And Jesse joined 
the ministry’s daily youth 
programming. There he 
got a good snack, recre-
ation, spiritual support, 
homework help and inter-
action with caring adults. 
Jesse received the “Most 
Improved” award at his el-
ementary school that year. 
Recently Jesse started his 
senior year in high school.

There are thousands of 

kids like Jesse in urban 
Knoxville. Too many kids 
wrestle alone with a sense 
of inadequacy and a track 
record of failure. Emer-
ald’s programs of Chris-
tian faith, academic help, 
relationships and sports, 
implemented through a 
network of neighborhood 
churches, help young peo-
ple realize their God-giv-
en potential and succeed 
as mature adults.

Now that Emerald’s fall 
programs are underway, 
we hope to help many kids 
like Jesse fl ourish in school 
and become leaders. 

We at Emerald Youth 
are still celebrating a 
great summer this year 
that served about 600 
kids with fun and aca-
demic enrichment. We 
were blessed to be in-
volved in the lives of so 
many young people.

Will you join us in our 
work?

One way to help is 
through the upcoming 
Emerald Youth Golf Clas-
sic presented by Regal 
Entertainment Group. It 
will be Sept. 30 at Willow 
Creek Golf Club in Far-
ragut. Proceeds raised 
support our efforts with 
young people like Jesse. 
Visit our website at www.
emeraldyouth.org for de-
tails on the tournament 
and other ways to engage 
with us. Thank you!

Steve Diggs
Executive Director

Steve Diggs 

Twelve high school stu-
dents beat the heat this 
summer by getting sharp 
for the ACT with Emerald 
Youth Foundation.

Emerald conducted a 
twice-weekly course June 16 
- Aug. 4 at Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church, 2714 Brooks Av-
enue. Students took refuge 
in the cool church on Mon-
day and Thursday evenings 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Christi 
Cardwell, who directs high 
school and young adult cur-
riculum for Emerald Youth, 
led the course.

The students received 
intensive coaching from a 
staff of seven volunteer tu-
tors in math skills on Mon-
days and reading skills on 
Thursdays. And, oh yes, 
there were cupcakes and 
brownies too, Cardwell said.

“We aimed at improving 
overall scores for this year 
because most of the stu-
dents are juniors,” Cardwell 
said. The ACT is offered 
about six times between 

September and June, but all 
Tennessee high school ju-
niors get to take the nation-
al college admissions exam 
once for free.

Cardwell said that ACT 
preparation has great po-
tential to help students raise 
their scores.

She said that during the 
summer course, the goal 
was to “hit the gaps that 
we see emerging across the 
board for kids.” In math, 
tutors helped students 
nail down concepts they 
had studied in the past but 
didn’t entirely grasp. “For 
example, we did some over-
all geometry refreshers with 
them. We did some work 
with fractions so they aren’t 
thrown by problems with 
those kinds of numbers,” 
Cardwell said.

In reading, students 
tackled basic test prep skills 
like using the process of 
elimination and context 
clues to decide on an an-
swer. “We talked about the 

Delandra and Jordan 
Carter, 19-year-old sisters 
and Maryville College soph-
omores, sum up the quali-
ties of leadership in a few 
words: Faithful. Commit-
ted. Hardworking. Commu-
nity-building. Trustworthy.

They put all those quali-
ties to work in the Lonsdale 
community, their home.

The sisters spent the 
summer serving with Em-
erald Youth as AmeriCorps 
members. Their job was to 
provide youth in a bustling 
summer program with aca-
demic help and plenty of fun 
at the Virginia Avenue Min-
istry, 2201 Virginia Avenue.

Delandra and Jordan 
grew up in the neighbor-
hoods around Virginia Av-
enue Ministry, and they be-
long to the church. As they 
cared for the children – 
teaching reading and math 
and leading recreation – 
both thought of their own 
days as little girls at the 
ministry.

“I remember when I was 
about 10. My dad passed 
away,” Delandra said. “The 
staff at Emerald Youth were 
so understanding and kind. 
They cared for me.”

“Emerald Youth taught 
me to build relationships 
with other people and with 
God too. It helped me estab-
lish friendships with adults 

Jordan Carter (left) having fun at Emerald 

Youth with Lexie Seabolt.

Delandra Carter, center, hanging out this sum-

mer with (from left) Justus Simpson, Lexi Law-

son and Amyrical Bingham.

Charles Rowe (center), a student at the L&N STEM Academy, receives tutoring in math from wife and husband team Lynn and 

Keith Bledsoe at the Emerald Youth ACT Prep course at Mount Zion Baptist Church.

Summer 2014
by the numbers

 ■ 200+ elementary and middle 

school youth participated in 

Emerald Youth Camp Week.

 ■ 240+ kids enjoyed Variety Zoo 

Day at the Knoxville Zoo.

 ■ 300+ students received tar-

geted academic assistance in 5 

Emerald Youth Learning Labs.

 ■ 260+ trips were taken by chil-

dren, youth and young adults to 

pools, camps, the Great Smoky 

Mountains, Dollywood and 

many more places.

 ■ A total of 630 urban young 

people were served this sum-

mer across all Emerald Youth 

programs.  

Sizzlin’ students prepare for ACT 
with Emerald Youth

types of reading questions 
offered on the test and 
what their purpose is. We 
worked through some vo-
cabulary and speed drills 
in both math and reading,” 
Cardwell said.

Participating students at-

tend L&N STEM Academy, 
and West, Oak Ridge, Karns 
and Carter high schools.

For information on future 
ACT Prep courses, contact 
Cardwell at 637.3227 ext. 
122 or email ccardwell@
emeraldyouth.org.  

Sisters follow their hearts

as role models,” said Jordan.
When the sisters were in 

fourth grade, their mom, Jo-
vette Johnson, began work-
ing on the staff at the Virginia 
Avenue Ministry. Today she 
coordinates its elementary 
and middle school program.

Johnson always made 
sure that Delandra and 
Jordan faithfully attended 
church and the ministry’s 
programs after school, eve-
nings and in the summer. 
They participated in service 
projects like a carwash to 
raise funds for victims of 
Hurricane Katrina in fi fth 
grade and a fi lmmaking 
project against racism in 
middle school.

“I feel it’s very important 
for all kids to have as many 

people as possible, support-
ing them. That is what they 
received by being a part of 
Emerald Youth,” she said.

As seniors at Bearden High 
School, Jordan and Delandra 
joined the Emerald Youth 
Fellows. Formed in 2012, the 
program provides special 
mentoring, travel, and leader-
ship training for a select class 
of about 12 students.

The Fellows program men-
tored the girls through senior 
year, providing fi nancial, aca-
demic and leadership train-
ing. It will follow them until 
they get their fi rst real job.

The goal is to prepare 
young adults for college and 
career, with the hope that 
they will be urban leaders of 
the future, said Cedric Jack-

son, EY Fellows director.
Delandra and Jordan are 

determined to succeed, and 
Emerald Youth is helping 
them do it.

“Growing up at Emerald 
Youth, we practiced leader-
ship a lot,” said Delandra. 
“Some kids now might not 
understand my role as a 
leader. But as they mature, 
they learn that they can be 
a leader too.”

Jordan said college fresh-
men should “make good 
friends and learn how to 
study when you fi rst get 
there. You have to really 
know the material in college.”

Delandra plans to study 
veterinary medicine, and 
Jordan to be a pediatric 
nurse.  

to leadership and college
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