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Knoxville profession-
al photographers Colby 

McLemore, 
with Colby’s 
P h o t o g r a -
phy, and 
Genna Sell-
ers, from 
Genna Sell-
ers Photog-
raphy, were 
elected to 
the Tennes-

see Professional Photogra-
phers Association (TNPPA) 
board of directors in 2014.

TNPPA is the state af-
fi liate of the largest photog-

raphy trade organization 
in the world, Professional 
Photographers of America 
(PPA). Both organizations 
support photographers in 
increasing the quality of 
their craft as well as pro-
moting professionalism 
throughout the industry. 

McLemore is board chair 
of the local affi liate of PPA, 
Professional Photographers 
of East Tennessee, and is 
proud of the growth and 
success of the organization 
during his tenure.

“Colby has been a hard 
worker and a driving force 

in making TNPPA a valu-
able resource for profes-

sional pho-
tographers. 
His enthu-
siasm is 
contagious, 
his business 
a c u m e n 
sharp, and 
his willing-
ness to work 
as a team 

member priceless. I am ex-
cited to have him on board,” 
said TNPPA president Dor-
ma Tabisz.

Sellers is a certifi ed pro-

fessional photographer with 
PPA, a credential that dis-
tinguishes her as a profes-
sional who has achieved and 
maintains a higher standard 
within the industry.

She is honored to be 
recognized by her peers as 
having the leadership skills 
to serve on the state board. 
Past TNPPA president 
Charles Garvey says, “Gen-
na was voted on the board 
because of her superlative 
professional work, and her 
energy and enthusiasm for 
the craft is a great asset to 
the association.” 
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A local disaster-cleanup 
franchise has won the Ten-
nessee Small Business De-
velopment Center’s Rising 
Star award for 2014.

Kristina and John Greenway earn the Rising Star award from Pellissippi State Community Col-

lege.  Photo by Shannon Carey

Greenways’ ServPro is ‘rising star’

ServPro of Rocky Hill, 
Sequoyah Hills and South 
Knoxville is owned by 
John and Kristina Green-
way. Their offi ce is at 2444 
Sutherland Ave.

“John and Kristina 
Green way have expanded 
their business from 1,900 
square feet in 2009 to more 
than 16,000 square feet and 
23 employees today,” said 
Larry Rossini, director of 
the Knoxville TSBDC, a di-
vision of Pellissippi State 
Community College.

Kristina was a home-
based entrepreneur and 
John was district man-
ager for a pharmaceutical 
fi rm that downsized. After 
a bumpy start, they have 
exceeded expectations. 

ServPro recognized their 
franchise for best practices 
at its 2013 national conven-
tion. 

“Without Larry Rossini 
and the TSBDC there would 
have been no ServPro at 
Rocky Hill, said John. “I 
needed someone to steer me 
in the right direction, and 

Larry was that guy.”
Kristina said, “We were 

totally overwhelmed with 
work for the fi rst eight 
months. We had a tough 
time keeping up as we taught 
ourselves what we desper-
ately needed to know.”

ServPro handles cleanup 
for both residential and 

commercial property fol-
lowing fi re, fl ood or storm 
damage. It handles mold 
remediation and general 
cleaning with the goal of 
making it “look like it never 
even happened.”

Info: www.ServPro.com 
or 865-862-8907. 

Local photographers on state board

By Alvin Nance
KCDC welcomed 130 

ba sketba l l 
players and 
their coach-
es from 
public hous-
ing agencies 
across the 
region for 
the Martin 
Luther King 
Jr. Basket-

ball Challenge, an enrich-
ment event that has been 
held for two decades.

The basketball tourna-
ment does more than pro-
vide a chance for tremen-
dous athletes from across 
the Southeast to compete. 
It also impacts the lives of 
youths residing in public 
housing by offering a week-
end of cultural experiences 
and educational opportuni-
ties.

The Southeastern Re-
gional Council-National 
Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Offi cials 
(SERC-NAHRO) estab-
lished the basketball tour-
nament, and Knoxville’s 
Community Development 
Corporation and the Em-
erald Youth Foundation 
helped to host the teams.

“It’s a real privilege to 
work with KCDC on the 
tournament,” said John 
Crooks, Emerald Youth 
Foundation marketing and 
communications director. 
“Sports like basketball al-
low us to connect with kids 
and help them grow as lead-
ers who give back to their 
neighborhoods and com-
munities. It was a tremen-
dous experience for these 
young people from across 

the Southeast to see what 
Knoxville and East Tennes-
see have to offer.”

The Emerald Youth 
Foundation provided space 
for the tournament. The 
teams included The Bobcats 
of Bowling Green, Ky.; Eu-
fala Housing of Eufala, Ala.; 
Showtymers of Bessemer, 
Ala.; Statesville Eagles of 
Statesville, N.C.; Alex City 
Lakers of Alexander City, 
Ala.; LHA Thunder of Lau-
rel, Miss.; Hard Flight of 
Birmingham, Ala.; and Opp 
Bobcats of Opp, Ala.

The teams were divided 
into three age categories, 
and tournament-style elim-
ination games took place 
Jan. 17 with championship 
contests for each age group 
on Jan. 18 at the Emerald 
Youth Foundation gym.

In addition to playing 
basketball, the Emerald 
Youth Foundation arranged 
for the teams to enjoy cul-
tural and educational activ-
ities throughout the week-
end. The players had the 
opportunity to tour Haley 
Farm, the historic home 
of the late Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Alex Haley 
and site of the Children’s 
Defense Fund; and Green 
McAdoo Cultural Center, 
which commemorates the 
desegregation of Clinton 
High School. The basketball 
teams also were invited to 
participate in the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Com-
memorative Commission 
Annual MLK March Parade 
on Jan. 19.

Although we had some 
great competition, this 
weekend was about so much 
more than basketball.

MLK basketball 
weekend extends well 

beyond court

Nance

News from Knoxville’s Community 
Development Corporation (KCDC)

Discussing the 
Aff ordable Care 

Act 
Tim Helton with Sequoyah 

Group discusses new changes 

with the Aff ordable Care Act 

at a recent Fountain City Busi-

ness and Professional Asso-

ciation meeting. Lack of infor-

mation has complicated new 

requirements for businesses. 

Helton helped clarify some 

points at the meeting but 

welcomed questions at 687-

3088 or thelton@sequoyah-

group.com.  Photo by R. White

By Sandra Clark
Retired UT professor 

Bruce Wheeler says his-
tory is about 
stories, not 
dates, so he 
pro c e e de d 
to tell some 
nice ones to 
the North 
K n o x v i l l e 
Rotary Club 
last week at 
Litton’s.

The funniest was from 
Robert Lewis Dabney 

(whose son Charles was 
later president of UT), a 
Civil War chaplain and Gen. 
Stonewall Jackson’s biogra-
pher. Dabney told of Geor-
gia Sen. Robert Toombs who 
was confronted by a woman 
just prior to the war. “Can 
we beat them Yankees?” she 
asked.

“We can beat them with 
cornstalks,” he answered.

After Appomattox, the 
woman reminded him of his 
prediction. Toombs replied: 
“Madam, the SOBs would 

not fi ght with cornstalks.”
Wheeler now lives in 

Wears Valley. This story was 
told by a fi ddle player sitting 
on his front porch:

Seems the man’s parents 
had been Christian mis-
sionaries in Tibet prior to 
the communist takeover. He 
was born there but left when 
the family was given the 
choice to leave or be killed.

Decades later the man 
and his wife journeyed 
back to his birthplace. The 
church and school had 

Dr.  Wheeler

Historian tells stories been destroyed. The village 
was gone. Even the grave-
stones had been dug up and 
thrown over a cliff. He was 
devastated. Was his par-
ents’ work in vain?

They saw people 
walking toward 
them, going about 
their daily life. As 
they drew closer, 
Wheeler’s guest rec-
ognized their song. It 
was “Amazing Grace.”

One more for MLK Day: 
Wheeler’s colleague Dr. 
Cynthia Fleming took stu-
dents to Selma and Mont-
gomery. There is a big star 
on the fl oor of the Alabama 

Capitol entry.
On that star Jefferson 

Davis was sworn in as pres-
ident of the Confederacy. 
Some 100 years later Gov. 
George Wallace stood there 

to declare, “Segregation 
now, segregation to-
morrow, segregation 
forever.” 

The UT students 
watched a school bus 

discharge a class of el-
ementary school-aged chil-
dren, all black. The teacher 
collected their chewing 
gum and they marched up 
the steps, walking over that 
star as they entered their 
Capitol. 

Home Federal promotes 
Wendy Laug

Home Federal Bank has
p r o m o t e d
F a r r a g u t
r e s i d e n t
Wendy Laug
to assistant
vice presi-
dent and
manager of
its Isaiah’s
Landing of-
fi ce, 2940

S. Mall Road in Northeast
Knoxville.  

Wendy Laug

Fall in love with 
your community.
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