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As a lifelong horse lover and owner, I want to ex-
press my support for the Prevent All Soring Tactics
(PAST) Act - crucial horse protection legislation
aimed at ending the abusive practice of horse soring.

S. 2957, recently introduced by U.S. Senators
Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Mark Warner (D-VA), and
H.R. 1847, introduced by U.S. Representatives and
equine veterinarians Ted Yoho (R-FL), and Kurt
Schrader (D-OR) have outstanding support from the
horse industry and veterinary community, as well as
bipartisan support in each chamber – 10 cosponsors
already in the Senate, and 281 House cosponsors.

Soring is a despicably cruel training method
where trainers intentionally inflict pain on the front
legs and hooves of Tennessee Walking Horses and
related breeds to force them to perform an exaggerat-
ed, high-stepping gait known as the “Big Lick.”

This practice was outlawed by Congress in 1970
with the passage of the Horse Protection Act (HPA),
but unfortunately the current law is too weak to
serve as an effective deterrent, and unethical train-
ers and participants continue to evade detection.

Unfortunately, I know from personal experience
that soring continues to pervade the industry even
after the passage of the HPA.

Years ago, a trainer that was helping my son and

me with our spotted saddle horses attempted to ex-
plain to us how to use chemicals and chains to essen-
tially sore our horse in order to win, and that “every-
body still does it” but you “can’t get caught.”

I couldn’t believe my ears, and quickly let him
know that would certainly not be done to any of my
animals. 

This experience, several undercover investiga-
tions by animal welfare organizations, and the grow-
ing list of top trainers on current federal suspensions
for violating the law are all reasons that I believe the
reforms within the PAST Act are so desperately nec-
essary.

The PAST Act will provide stronger penalties to
effectively punish and deter violators, ban the de-
vices used in the soring process, and end the flawed
system of self-policing by the walking horse indus-
try.

It is appalling that this abuse has prevailed for all
these years unabated and it is past time to do some-
thing to end this senseless cruelty for good. I urge
everyone to contact their two U.S. senators and their
U.S. representative to ask that they cosponsor and
help ensure passage of the PAST Act to bring a de-
serving, and final end to soring.

Our elected federal officials should do all they can
to protect horses from harm. As a horsewoman, and
frequent competitor of cutting horses, I do not un-
derstand how anyone could allow this unnecessary
suffering to continue. 

Tanya Tucker is a top-selling country music artist
and recipient of numerous awards.
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Just over a month ago, at the Emerald Youth Foun-
dation’s 25th annual breakfast in May, I stood before
1,600 leaders from across our community and asked
the audience to imagine a city where every child, in
every neighborhood, has an opportunity to live a full
life – the kind of life Christ intended and spoke of in
John 10:10.

For far too many of the 12,000 young people living in
underserved neighborhoods in our city, this is simply
not the current reality.

Several years ago, a research study of youth-serving
organizations in urban Knoxville was completed by a
graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School. The results
were sobering: Even though 125 organizations are
serving urban youth in Knoxville, there are still signifi-
cant gaps in engaging young people in the areas of
faith involvement of any kind, academic preparedness
and health.

The evidence was clear: But for an intentional in-
tervention, the gaps for urban youth would only con-
tinue to widen.

While it was what we already knew anecdotally,
this research had a dramatic impact on our work at
Emerald Youth. It began to inform our operating dis-
ciplines. It caused us to redraw our organizational
chart, reconsider our own internal metrics, and be-
came the lens through which we vetted every new op-
portunity and endeavor.

Youth development research is conclusive – to truly
move the needle with a young person, they must be
engaged in all three areas: faith, learning and health.
Our internal jargon calls this “relationally and compre-
hensively engaged.” 

This is the heart of whole child development, and it
is why Emerald Youth recently launched “Imagine a
City,” a new initiative that aims to raise the next gener-
ation of promising, Godly leaders from urban neigh-
borhoods in our community.

The Imagine a City initiative has two central goals:
(1) to increase the number of young people from kin-
dergarten through young adults who are engaged in all
three areas of faith, learning and health; and (2) to an-
nually prepare by 2027 no fewer than 200 promising,
Godly young adult leaders for Knoxville who meet key
milestones in faith, learning and health. These young
people would be on track to complete two years of
postsecondary education, evidence a lifestyle of ex-
emplary behaviors regarding academics, spiritual ma-
turity and health, while confidently moving toward
gainful employment and community leadership.

Let me be clear: This is no small feat, and we can’t
do it alone.

The Emerald Youth Foundation is issuing a call to
the community. We are asking for your help.

We realize that what’s ahead is more than what one
organization can do on its own. While Emerald Youth
will continue to invest, strengthen and partner with
local inner-city churches, we must also seek new part-
ners to help increase our capacity to support compre-
hensive youth development. 

Additionally, we know we need more men and
women who want to join our work. We need additional
staff, mentors, coaches, tutors and volunteers who
share the Kingdom vision for a brighter future for our
city and its young people, and who are ready to heed
this call to serve. 

And perhaps most of all, we need more men and
women across our city who will commit to pray reg-
ularly for our city’s young people.

At the annual breakfast, I asked the audience to
take a moment and write down a prayer for the youth
of Knoxville. Hundreds of community members
shared their hopes and dreams for our children – pray-
ers that will inspire and guide our work in the months
and years ahead.

Here is a personal favorite:
“My prayer is that young people in Knoxville would

know the love of Christ in their lives, and that they
would lead in their communities and families out of
that love.”

I ask you to pause and ponder your own prayer for
young people in our city.

Perhaps doing so will even mobilize you to consider
how you might be directly involved. 

Please visit www.emeraldyouth.org to learn more
about how you can support in this critical endeavor.

Steve Diggs is president and CEO of the Emerald
Youth Foundation.
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Let’s focus on the planet we inhabit

I could not disagree more with Glenn Reynold’s
opinion that we should be thankful for Jeff Bezos and
Elon Musk focusing their mega-wealth on their space
toys. 

While the concerns that he expresses are valid, the
proposed solutions are bogus. First and foremost, it
does not make sense to assume that there is no
chance of solving the problems that he thinks will
bring about the demise of the human race. It makes a
lot of sense, and is infinitely more cost beneficial, to
put a lot more emphasis on attempting to solve or at
least greatly ameliorate those problems. Mutually
assured destruction pretty much ensures that no one
except a suicidal psychopath would push a button
unleashing nuclear winter. 

As someone who has worked in engineering on
very large, complex power plant projects for many
years and who has known people who worked on var-
ious NASA projects, it is almost inconceivable to
imagine that there could be a way to ensure safe,
cost-effective, sustainable space travel. Accidents
and too many near misses in both areas are clear evi-
dence of that. The fact that we have not been visited
by alien beings is pretty clear evidence of the enor-
mous complexity of space travel. 

And as Stephen Hawking said, we don’t want to
visit or be visited by entities from other planets be-
cause it would be much the same as when Europeans
came to North America. We, just like the Native
Americans were, would be devastated by diseases
that we have no immunity for. 

The reality is that there is only one planet that is
known to support intelligent life. It has taken mil-
lions of years of evolution to arrive at this point. 

We need to do everything humanly possible to en-
sure our — and the planet’s — continued existence.

Robert Christiansen, Knoxville

Some need opioids to manage pain

I’m tired of hearing about the opioid epidemic all
the time. I am a veteran. I had an accident three years
ago, and I’m now in constant pain. My pain was man-
aged with opioids until the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention published new guidelines and my
prescriptions were cut in half. I’ve tried other drugs
with no success. I don’t sell drugs, nor do I abuse
them. I take them as prescribed. The baby has been
thrown out with the bath water. Get the illegal users,
but not the ones who are legal and need them for le-
gitimate pain. 

Joseph Corbell, Knoxville
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