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By Ken Lay 

Knoxville may be suf-
fering through its coldest 
winter in some time but 
that doesn’t mean that 
some of city’s youth soccer 
players have been sitting 
around.

The Emerald Youth 
Foundation and the Knox-
ville Football Club recently 
joined forces to run a youth 
indoor soccer league for 
boys and girls. The league, 

which recently completed 
its second season, was 
open to players age 5-15 
and the games were played 
at the Emerald Gymnasi-
um.

“This was our second 
season and last year, our 
turnout wasn’t all that 
good,” said Emerald Youth 
Sports Director Derrick 
Long. “Last year, we only 
had 82 kids.”

Well, what a difference 
a year makes. During the 

2013-2014 season, the 
league had 174 kids and 
Long said that shows just 
how much the sport of 
soccer has grown in the 
north and east parts of 
Knoxville.

Participation more than 
doubled in the indoor 
league this winter but the 
fall outdoor league also 
had rising numbers in 
2013.

“The outdoor league 
doubled as well,” Long 

said. “It’s exciting any time 
you have kids eager to play 
soccer.

“This spring, Emerald 
Soccer will have five [out-
door] club teams and that’s 
exciting because East 
Knoxville is a big area for 
soccer players and they’re 
starting to understand the 
game. They love it. They 
eat it up and the parents 
eat it up.”

The Knoxville Crush was 
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Emerald Indoor Soccer League 
spreads love of the game

Attempted goal stopped!  Blocking the shot are  (l-r) Criss Fausto, Ishmael Fausto, Dreyton Long

By Ken Lay 

 A tenacious defense 
spelled victory for the 
Powell High School girls 
basketball team Tuesday 
night.

The Lady Panthers 
smothered Halls en route 
to a 35-15 District 3-AAA 
win in the Emory Road 
rivalry on Senior Night for 
the Lady Devils. The win 
helped Powell (19-3 over-
all, 14-0 in the district) 
keep its perfect league 
record intact and remain 
in sole possession of first 
place.

The Lady Panthers 
defense would carry them 

to the hard-fought victo-
ry. Powell also battled its 
share of offensive woes 
but the Lady Panthers did 
just enough to claim a cru-
cial late-season win over 
their rivals.

Powell held Halls (14-8, 
12-2) to just seven points 
over the 16 minutes and 
led 15-7 at halftime. Fur-
thermore, the Lady Pan-
thers surrendered just two 
points in the first quarter. 

The Lady Devils’ only 
points of the frame came 
on a basket from Katelyn 
Cantrell.

“Halls is a very good 
defensive team,” Powell 

coach Caitlin Hollifield 
said. “They’re long and 
they’re tall and they do a 
good job.

“They’re also a very good 
offensive team. They’re 
averaging 50 or 60 points 
a game and we held them 
to 15 points. We preach 
defense and these girls 
come to practice every 
day and they work hard. 
We made the big offensive 
plays when we had to have 
them.”

Powell’s Tori Lentz had 
10 points to lead all scor-
ers. Lentz scored seven 
points before halftime 

Lady Panthers get defensive to down Halls

By Steve Williams

Tobi Kilgore, new head 
football coach at Karns 
High School, already is in 
attack mode.

“There are several 
challenges we have to 
attack immediately at 
Karns, but a couple stick 
out more than others,” 
stated Kilgore recently 
via e-mail.

Creating “a culture of 
winning” tops the list.

“Every single day we 
have to teach our kids 
how to win,” pointed out 
Kilgore, who made his 
debut as a head coach 
last season at Powell 
High. “This will take 
place in the weight room, 
the film room, the class-
room, practice field, etc. 
Until they know what it 
takes to win, and can win 
Monday through Thurs-
day, the Friday wins will 
never come.

“We have put togeth-
er a great staff to this 
point that can really push 
those kids in the weight 
room and they are getting 
a taste of what it takes to 
be successful.”

Karns finished 1-7 in 
District 3-AAA and 1-9 
overall in 2013 under 
interim coach Travis 
Tipton.

Karns lost a 19-13 
decision at Powell in 
Week 3 last season. The 
Beavers also were com-
petitive in games against 

Clinton and Gibbs, but 
their only victory came 
against winless Halls 
33-16.

At Powell last season, 
Kilgore’s Panthers were 
4-1 in 3-AAA and 5-2 
overall heading into their 
Week 9 game against 
Oak Ridge. That was 
Powell’s first game with-
out senior quarterback 
Hagen Owenby, who had 
suffered a season-end-
ing knee injury the week 
before against Halls.

With Owenby out, 
Powell dropped its final 
three games, finished 
5-5 and missed making 
the playoffs.

As for the challenge 
at Karns, Kilgore said 
the second thing to do 
is “recruit the hallways 
and have more involve-
ment within our youth 
program.

“We are also upgrad-
ing all of our facilities at 
Karns. We already have 
one of the best practice 

New coach says Beavers 
already working hard

Tobi Kilgore
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Powell High’s Keelie Lusby dribbles while Kaitlyn Lentz evades Halls High’s Lauren 
Biliter in the Lady Panthers 35-15 win at Halls last week.
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Super Bowl Weekend 
turned into a nightmare 
for fans of Peyton Manning 
and the Denver Broncos. As 
difficult as it is to say, the 
Seahawks man-handled 
Denver and made Peyton 
look mortal. Even so, those 
who now laud Tom Brady as 
a better quarterback don’t 
much know what they are 
saying. Sure, the man has won more 
Super Bowl rings that Peyton, but much 
of his success is due to the fact that 
Brady’s teams have always featured 
solid defense, as well as offense. 

Even with all the buzz about the 
Super Bowl, Peyton, and commercials 
(most of which were inane wastes of 
fortunes), the story that stole the spot-
light over the weekend was the death 
of actor Philip Seymour Hoffman. Like 
most folks, I was stunned and sad-
dened by the man’s death. He proved 
himself to be an incredible actor who 
brilliantly took on roles and made him-
self into those characters so much that 

we believed them to be his 
true identities. My favorite 
movie of his was “Empire 
Falls.” Of course, I also liked 
him in “Twister.”

At the same time, Hoff-
man proved to be an incred-
ibly selfish person. His 
addiction seems to have 
ruled his life. He admitted 
several years ago that he 

quit drug use at the age of 22 because 
he panicked that it might lead to his 
death. In another 24 years, his words 
proved true. 

Hoffman died because he loved 
drugs more than life. He abandoned 
family, friends, and fans. In the end, 
nothing matter as much to him as his 
desire for heroine. Oh, I know it must 
be a cruel addiction, but “lesser” folks 
have broken free of its clutches and 
survived to bring joy to others who 
loved them. 

I googled the 10 most famous drug 
deaths and came up with an all-star 
cast. The list included Jimi Hendrix, 

Whitney Houston, Chris Farley, Marilyn 
Monroe, and John Belushi. All of them 
had troubles in life, but then again, 
don’t we all? I’d like to have asked 
them what was so bad about this life. 

They all had great wealth at some 
point, and I suspect that too much 
money might have been a contribut-
ing factor in their addictions. It seems 
that being able to buy anything in this 
world steals much of the excitement 
in life and appreciation for the little 
things. Perhaps these individuals 
turned to drugs to find the “rush” that 
comes from getting a special present 
at Christmas or swapping an old clunk-
er vehicle for a later model one. 

We have become a species that is 
never quite content. We keep search-
ing and pushing for things that will 
spice up our lives. I am as guilty as 
anyone; I keep wanting when I should 
be bowing my head and being thankful 
for what has been given to me. 

I’m tired of all these drug deaths. 
I’m also saddened by them, not just 

fields and game fields in 
the area, and we are going 
to have one of the nicest 
facilities very soon.”

The Beavers’ new coach 
is encouraged by the prog-
ress that’s already been 
made.

“I think a lot of great 
things have happened in 
the program in the first 
month or so,” he indicated. 
“We have a plan in place 
to ensure we have some of 
the nicest facilities in the 
area.

“We have spoken with 
over 30-plus people regard-
ing coaching positions at 
Karns and will have the 
best staff that has been in 
place at the school when it 
is all finished.

“Most importantly, the 
kids are working hard and 
putting in the effort that is 
needed to win come fall.”

One of the reasons Kilg-
ore made the move to 
Karns, he said, was an 
opportunity to grow profes-
sionally in education admin-
istration. He said there 
was a connection with the 

current Karns administra-
tion, and he has a desire 
to advance his career off 
the football field.

Charles Sheets, cur-
rent Karns athletic direc-
tor, was the AD at Central 
when Kilgore was on the 
Bobcats’ staff prior to his 
move to Powell.

A 2003 Halls High grad-
uate, where he was an 
outside linebacker and 
fullback for Coach Gary 
Shepherd, Kilgore went to 
UT and got the chance to 
start coaching under Shep-
herd just one year out of 
high school. He ended up 
coaching six years at Halls 
before joining the Central 
staff in 2010.

Kilgore was special 
teams coordinator in vet-
eran Coach Joel Helton’s 
last season at Central. In 
2011 and 2012, he was 
associate head coach and 
defensive coordinator for 
new Bobcats head coach 
Joe Hassell.

Only 29 years old, Kilg-
ore already has 10 years 
experience coaching high 
school football.

also instrumental in the 
league’s success accord-
ing to Long.

“The Knoxville Crush 
kids are really good about 
helping our kids,” he said. 
“We’ve paired them up with 
some of our kids because 
anytime you play with and 
against better players; 
you learn the game faster 
and understand the game 
better.”

Emerald Youth Founda-
tion plays a 4-on-4 version 
of the indoor game called 
Futsal. It’s played with a 
heavier ball which speeds 
up the action.

“We play 4 v. 4 out here 
and the game is always 
moving,” Long said. “We 

play with a heavier soccer 
ball and that emphasizes 
quick dribbling and pass-
ing.

“Soccer is different than 
other sports because you 
don’t have timeouts and 
you have to make changes 
on the run and you make 
adjustments on the fly.”

The indoor game is a 
conditioning tool for out-
door players as it allows 
players to stay in playing 
shape and keep their skills 
sharp but it’s also meant 
to be fun.

“This is fun and it gives 
the kids a chance to just 
play and not worrying about 
making a mistakes and 
having us harp on them,” 
Long said.
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and accounted for nearly 
half of the Lady Panthers’ 
offensive production. Shea 
Coker added eight points 
for Powell and Damiyah 
Moore finished with six (all 
in the second half).

Powel l ’s  defense 
might’ve stolen the spot-
light but Halls coach Randy 
Moore also had some kind 

words for his squad’s 
defense as well.

“We just couldn’t score 
and sometimes you have 
days like that,” Moore said. 
“I thought we hustled and 
played great defense.

“We just couldn’t 
score.”

Taylor Moon scored eight 
points to lead the Lady 
Devils.

Lady Panthers get 
defensive to down Halls

Emerald Indoor Soccer League 
spreads love of the game

New coach says Beavers 
already working hard

By Ken Lay 

 By week’s end Knox 
County will have a new 
middle school girls basket-
ball champion.

Farragut Middle School 
assured that when it out-
lasted defending Knox 
County Middle School 
Champion Northwest 30-24 
Thursday afternoon in the 
first round of the James A. 
Ivey, Jr. Memorial Middle 
School Basketball Tourna-
ment at Farragut’s Bobby 

J. Henry Gymnasium.
The seventh-seeded Lady 

Admirals (7-7) also avenged 
a regular-season loss to 
the Lady Rangers (5-9) in 
the finale between the two 
schools two weeks ago.

Both teams battled offen-
sive woes in the first half 
but Farragut, which was 
set to play second-seed-
ed Cedar Bluff in Satur-
day’s quarterfinals at Karns 
Middle School (results were 
not available at press time), 
did enough to open a 14-8 

lead by halftime. 
The Lady Giants, along 

with top-seeded West 
Valley, enjoyed an opening-
round bye Thursday.

The Lady Rangers, who 
seemed a bit lethargic in 
the first half, was able to 
tie the game at 20 when 
Amiana Grady buried a 
3-point shot with 50 sec-
onds remaining in the third 
quarter. Farragut scored 
the last basket of the frame 
and held a 22-20 advan-
tage heading to the final 

stanza.
“Northwest is a very ath-

letic team and they’re well-
coached,” Lady Admirals’ 
coach Susan Davidson said. 
“They beat us 33-28 [in the 
regular season finale].

“I don’t know much about 
them but I know they’re 
good and athletic and I 
know their coach does a 
great job.”

The Lady Rangers scored 
first in the final quarter on a 
bucket by Jordan Ragland. 
FMS then took a 23-22 

lead on a free throw from 
Madison Hodge.

Northwest, the tourna-
ment’s 10th seed, took its 
only lead of the contest 
when Maedaysia Rodgers 
scored a basket with 4 min-
utes, 19 seconds left.

The Lady Rangers’ lead 
was short-lived as Farragut 
went ahead 25-24 on a put-
back layup by Morgan Car-
bough, who led all scorers 
with 16 points.

When the dust had set-
tled, the Lady Admirals 

held the defending champs 
scoreless over the final 
4:18. Farragut finished the 
game on a 7-0 run and got 
a defensive spark from 
eighth-grade point guard 
and three-year starter 
Keyonna Bourne, who had 
several steals down the 
stretch that led to most of 
Farragut’s final points.

Rodgers scored 12 points 
to spark the Lady Rangers 
in their final game of the 
season.

By Ken Lay 

The Powell High-Halls High basketball rivalry is always 
intense and has a flare for the dramatic but the latest 
chapter of the Emory Road saga was even more dra-
matic than usual.

It finally ended when Red Devils’ guard Peyton Booker 
buried a short shot as time expired in the second over-
time to give host Halls a 64-63 victory on Senior Night 
for the Red Devils.

Booker’s basket helped Halls complete a regular-sea-
son sweep of the Panthers on Monday, Feb. 3 before 
a packed and boisterous house at Halls. The basket 
also ended a long night and rescued the Red Devils 
(16-6 overall, 10-4 in District 3-AAA) from the depths 
of despair that they were feeling just two seconds ear-
lier.

The Panthers (15-7, 9-5) took a 63-62 lead when 
Conley Hamilton converted a pair of free throws with 
seven seconds left.

Halls then fired an errant shot that went out of bounds 
and time appeared to run out as the clock operator 
didn’t hear a whistle which stopped play with one second 
to go. Two officials left the floor while the Powell fans 
stormed the court. One official remained on the floor 
and conferred with the scorer’s table and put two sec-
onds on the clock. 

Halls then inbounded the ball to Booker, who prompt-
ly hit the game-winner, leaving the Panthers and the 
Powell faithful in stunned disbelief as the Red Devils 
and their fans stormed the floor.

“I just tried to do what I had done all game,” said 
Booker, who scored 24 points and had several crucial 
rebounds. “I couldn’t have done this without my team-
mates and our fans who were huge for us.

“Most of all, you have to give the glory to God for giving 
us the ability to play. This was the most intense game 
that I’ve ever played but I loved every minute of it.”

Halls coach Randy Moore agreed with his senior 
guard.

“This was a great game and this is a great rivalry,” he 
said. “Our guys played well and their guys played well.

“It was just a great game.”
The game had more twists and turns than a game 

depicted in on a Hollywood set. Halls had a 14-11 lead 
after the opening quarter only to see the Panthers storm 
back and open a 28-19 lead by halftime.

The game was then knotted at 34 after the third quar-
ter, 51 at the end of regulation and 57 after the first 
4-minute extra session.

Halls appeared to have the upper hand midway 
through the fourth quarter when Braxton Moore hit 
the third of his four 3-pointers to give the Red Devils a 
45-40 lead.

Moore’s final 3-pointer with 2 minutes, 10 seconds 
left in regulation gave the Red Devils a 48-42 advan-
tage. He would finish with 12 points.

The Panthers, however, would answer thanks to the 

effort of senior guard Dallas Fields who buried a 3-point-
er and convert an old-fashioned three-point play to 
even the score at 48 with 1:36 remaining in the fourth 
quarter.

Booker answered with a 3-pointer to give the Red 
Devils a 51-48 lead with 40 seconds to go before Fields, 
who had 25 points to lead all scorers, sent the game to 
OT with a 3-pointer of his own in the waning seconds.

“He’s a great player,” Coach Moore said of Fields. 
“I told the guys that somebody was going to have to 
guard him.

“We’d be up by three or four and the next thing I knew, 
he would hit a couple of shots and tie it up or put them 
ahead.”

Halls again looked to take control in the first overtime 
when Booker buried a pair of foul shots to give the Red 
Devils a 55-52 lead with 1:25 left. But Fields knotted 
the game a short time later with old-fashioned three-
point play.

Halls then retook the lead on free throws by Kenny 
White, who scored 13 points, with 42.1 seconds left.

Hamilton, who finished with 14 points, extended the 
game with a field goal with 9.2 seconds left.

And that set the stage for a wild and crazy second 
extra frame.

Lady Admirals hold on to eliminate defending champ Northwest

Booker, Halls outlast 
Panthers in OT
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Halls High’s Peyton Booker jockeys with Powell Charlie 
Richards while the Panthers’ Conley Hamilton (34). 
Booker scored 24 points and hit the game-winner in the 
Red Devils’ double-overtime victory.

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

What’s so bad about this life


