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Force merger with Emerald Youth aimed to

bring 'higher level' of soccer to Knoxville
By Dave Link

Wednesday, April 23, 2014

The Knoxville Force and Knoxville Lady Force have teamed up with Emerald Youth

Foundation to create a youth soccer program and have a greater community impact.

Knoxville Soccer LLC, which owned and operated the Knoxville Force and Knoxville

Lady Force semi-professional soccer teams, and Emerald Youth Foundation are

merging their soccer initiatives to create one entity, the Emerald Force Soccer Club, a

recreational and club program currently with more than 300 youth players.

Emerald Youth Foundation is a non-profit ministry serving more than 1,400 inner-city

youth with faith, education, and sports programs.

Members of the Knoxville Force and Knoxville Lady Force have served as teachers

and coaches as the Emerald Force Soccer Club has been built.

“We were approached by Knoxville Soccer in 2013 about this partnership and are

pleased to see it come to fruition,” Emerald Youth executive director Steve Diggs said

in a press release. “We are thrilled to have these talented athletes as role models for

Knoxville’s urban youth.”

Emerald Force Soccer Club will train and play at The Sansom Sports Complex, which

is under construction on a 14-acre parcel of property near World’s Fair Park.

The first field, pavilion, and field house were scheduled to open this spring, but a wet,

cold winter delayed completion of the project’s first phase until this fall.

“We are super excited about it, and we’re looking forward to being able to get in there

and us it,” Emerald Youth Foundation communications director John Crooks said

Tuesday afternoon. “The project is coming along beautifully.”

So is the new alliance between The Force/Lady Force and Emerald Youth

Foundation, according to Knoxville Soccer LLC president Dr. Barry Goss.

“This partnership will allow us to advance our commitment to bringing a higher level of

the world’s most popular sport, soccer, to Knoxville in a manner that should have a

major positive impact on our area’s urban youth,” Goss said in the release. “We are

extremely pleased to be able to work with Emerald Youth Foundation.”
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The Knoxville Force begins its fourth season May 10 against the Nashville Football

Club at the University of Tennessee’s Regal Soccer Stadium. Area youth club soccer

teams are invited to the home opener.

The Knoxville Lady Force, in their third season, plays the home opener May 31

against the Chattanooga Football Club in a doubleheader with the Force. The Force

plays six home games and Lady Force five, all at Regal Soccer Stadium.

For a complete schedule and team details, log on to: www.knoxvilleforce.com

Dave Link is a freelance contributor.
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