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The mistakes gold 
sellers make most 

often, and how you 
can avoid getting the 
“golden fl eece” Yvette 
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CASHCASH
GOLD!for your

When you sell your gold.* 

I-75N, Emory Rd. exit. Left on Emory, left on Brickyard at Bojangles
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm • Sat 10am - 1pm

*This ad must be present at time of sale. 
One per customer. 10% cash not included on coins or diamonds.

10% EXTRA CASH

20% OFF jewelry purchases* until 2/14/14!

AVID family night 

at Northwest
By Cindy Taylor

Advancement Via In-
dividual Determination 
(AVID) parent night at 
Northwest Middle School 
was a huge success. More 
than 120 family members 
came to hear their middle-
school student expound 
on the virtues of study and 
hard work.

AVID Elective teacher 
Michelle Staal explained 
the program, what had been 

studied so far and what the 
remainder of the year looks 
like for AVID students.

Northwest AVID stu-
dents gave presentations 
and speeches, and students 
from other area schools 
spoke about their programs.

AVID is a college-read-
iness system designed to 
increase school-wide learn-
ing and performance among 
elementary, middle- and 
high-school students.
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By Kelly Norrell
Ten high-school seniors 

and two recent graduates 
in inner-city Knoxville have 
been tapped to be 2014 Em-
erald Youth Fellows, a group 
chosen for special training 
and recognition because 
of their leadership abili-
ties and commitment to the 
community.

The goals of the EY Fel-
lows program are to de-
velop leadership qualities 
and encourage college plans 
among these promising 
youth, with the hope that 
they will be urban leaders of 
the future, said Cedric Jack-
son, director.

A selection committee 
chose the students after a 
rigorous screening process.

This is the third year a 
class of EY Fellows has been 
named. The members of the 
two previous classes are 
now all high-school gradu-

ates, and most are now 
students in colleges that 
range from the University 
of Pennsylvania to Clark At-
lanta University and more 
than 10 in-state colleges.

Fulton High School pro-
duced six of this year’s hon-
orees: Brittani Whiteside, 
Lemerakle Ford, Edward 
Jones III, Katoia Lee and 
Delicia Ragland, all seniors, 
and Ian Copeland, a Decem-
ber graduate.

Alicia Lewis, Jaylan Ro-
rex, Mikiyah Webb, James 
Nelson and Lanette Harris 
are seniors at Austin-East 
High School, and Cheyenne 
Lloyd graduated from Pow-
ell High in December.

Many of the new EY Fel-
lows already have received 
letters of acceptance from 
colleges and universities. 

Most are involved in ser-
vice: for example, Ragland 
teaches children’s Sunday 

School at her church, Mar-
tin Chapel United Method-
ist; Lee tutors developmen-
tally challenged teens at 
Fulton High; Jones helps 
with a monthly food drive 
at Lomax Temple AME Zion 
Church, and Nelson is an 
ambassador and organizer 
of community service proj-
ects at Austin-East.

Local issues of concern in-
clude treatment of the home-
less, widespread violence and 
anger, lack of healthy things 
for teens to do, shortage of af-
fordable medical care, pover-
ty, citizens’ inability to solve 
disputes peaceably, and the 
need for more locally owned 
businesses.

“I really care about 
people and want to be part 
of the solution instead of 
just complaining about the 
problems that I see,” said 
Lewis.

“I am excited about this 

program. Emerald Youth 
has already helped me to 
speak my mind more and 
know it’s OK to have an 
opinion,” said Ford.

The group will receive 
mentoring, travel, service 
opportunities and prepara-
tion for college and career. 

The program will follow 
each member of the group 
until they fi nish college or 
technical school and get 
their fi rst career-track job.

Each summer, the new 
class spends a week of ser-
vice at the Leadership Chris-
tian Community Church 
neighborhood mission in 
Chicago.

The Emerald Youth Fel-
lows program teaches stu-
dents to be “a catalyst for 
change” in the community, 
Jackson said.
Kelly Norrell is associate director of 

communications for Emerald Youth 

Foundation.  

The 2014 Emerald Youth Fellows are: Brittani Whiteside, Jaylan Rorex, Lannette Harris, Cheyenne Lloyd, Lemerakle Ford; (back)

Mikiyah Webb, Alicia Lewis, James Nelson, Edward Jones III, Ian Copeland, Delicia Ragland and Katoia Lee. Photo submitted

Emerald Youth names ‘Catalysts for Change’

By Wendy Smith
Mayor Madeline Rogero’s 

recent trip to Turkey was a 
whirlwind, 
with no vis-
its to muse-
ums or an-
cient ruins. 
It was all 
m e e t i n g s , 
she report-
ed during a 
press con-
ference held 

in her offi ce last week.
The U.S. Department of 

State invited her to Turkey, 
where municipal elections 
are scheduled for the end of 
March, to share her experi-
ence as a woman in politics. 
She visited Izmir, Adana and 
Ankara, the Turkish capital.

The women there are frus-
trated that they have so little 
representation, which is a 
frustration Rogero shares. 

Women make up 14.3 
percent of the Turkish Par-
liament, and only 26 of 
2,950 mayors are female. 
In the U.S., 20 percent of 
Congress is female. Six of 

Rogero shares 
experience in Turkey

nine Knox County Board 
of Education members are 
women, said Rogero. But 
Knoxville City Council and 
Knox County Commission 
each have just one female 
representative.

While Turkish women 
face cultural barriers, the 
primary barrier women face 
in the U.S. is themselves, 
said Rogero. Women vote 
more than men, but they 
don’t run for offi ce.

“You have to be willing to 
run, lose, then run again.”

In addition to meeting 
privately with politicians 
and local heads of politi-
cal parties, Rogero spoke at 
public meetings that were 
well attended by men and 
women. She was particular-
ly impressed by Kamil Oky-
ay Sindir, mayor of Bornova 
Municipality, who is out-
spoken about gender equal-
ity. He is also an advocate 
for sustainability and would 
like to develop a sister-city 
relationship with Knoxville.

She noted that men were 
more likely to talk about 

Turkey’s accomplishments, 
while women wanted to 
talk about what still needs 
to be done.

As in the U.S., it’s tough 
to get elected in Turkey 
without money. Rogero pro-
moted grassroots efforts, 
like making phone calls 
and attending meetings, 
to women who are pursu-
ing political offi ce. She also 
recommended fundraising 
through social media, which 
is as popular in Turkey as it 
is in the U.S., she said.

The mayor personally paid 
for her 17-year-old grand-
daughter, Jada Torney, to 
accompany her on the week-
long trip. If the goal is to get 
women involved in politics, 
they need to get started at a 
young age, she said. Rogero 
saw the trip as an opportu-
nity to mentor Jada.

But the West High 
School student has a mind 
of her own. She was in-
terviewed by other high 
schoolers who asked if she 
was interested in politics. 
Jada answered that she is 

most interested in nursing, 
and either way, she’ll be 
helping people.

Rogero was impressed 
with the answer. She was 
also pleased that Jada told 
the young reporters that her 
grandmother is a good role 
model.

It’s still very much a 
struggle for Turkish women 
to gain entrance into the po-
litical arena, but the coun-
try’s outlook is optimistic, 
said Rogero. She is encour-
aged that both men and 
women are intentionally ad-
dressing the issue.

“Better decisions are 
made when the people 
around the table are more 
refl ective of the population.”

Rogero

FREE VEIN HEALTH ASSESSMENT
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2014
4pm - 8pm

Call 865.305.9289 to schedule your screening

SCOTT STEVENS, MD
University of Tennessee
Professor of Surgery
Director of Endovascular

311 South Weisgarber Road
Knoxville, TN 37919

“My legs are hurting”

“I can’t walk up stairs”

“Even shopping at the       
           grocery store 
                     is painful”
Problems with veins can cause aching or cramping pain, 

tiredness, restlessness, burning, throbbing, tingling, or 

heaviness in the legs. If you are suffering from leg dis-

comfort, join us for a free vein health assessment.


