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Find tips for home protec-
tion, decoration, repair and 
more in “My Place.” 

➤  See the special section inside

Special Section
Place

Get in the swim.

Tennova.com
859-7900

Sign up for lessons.

If not now,
when?

$25 Tennova.com
859-7900$25 859-7900

enrollment  
this month.

Call Today!

TITANTITAN
SELF-STORAGESELF-STORAGE

AA 938-2080938-2080
Climate and non-climate controlled units, indoor and outdoor,   

RV storage, 24/7 access, month to month rentals, fenced,                
                                 lighted and security, convenient to Halls

 and Powell.

Lowest prices in town.

Powell.

NOW OPEN!
Norris Freeway 

location

Instructor Terry Chandler gives tips to Barbara Hoff  during a landscape-painting class at the Fountain City Art Center. Photo by Ruth White

It’s about 
art

By Sandra Clark
Last week candidate Bobby 

Waggoner said at any given time 
there are fewer than 30 offi cers 
on patrol in the 400 square miles 
beyond the city limits, the area pa-
trolled by the Sheriff’s Offi ce.

We asked Sheriff Jimmy “J.J.” 
Jones for a response and were 
told, “The sheriff doesn’t respond 
to purely political innuendos.”

This writer is old enough to re-
member when Bobby’s grandpa, the 
late Bernard Waggoner Sr., was sher-
iff. In the mid-1960s, Knox County 
had four cars on patrol for each shift: 
south, east, north, west. Tim Hutchi-
son drove on the north patrol.

Since then, mostly under 

Hutchison’s leadership, the Sher-
iff’s Offi ce has grown to some 
1,000 employees. Most are eligible 
for a generous pension.

And I believe the folks who are 
paying the bills deserve to know 
how many offi cers are patrolling 
the neighborhoods on each shift. 

It’s a simple question. Stay 
tuned. We will continue to ask un-
til you get an answer.

How many sheriff ’s cars patrol Knox County?

Ja’doriauna Williamson (left) trades a high-fi ve with Cierra Burdick. With 

them are (left, partly hidden) Tyree Gibson and Kobe Glass.

By Kelly Norrell
When Tyree Gibson, age 10, 

shot baskets with UT basketball 
player Cierra Burdick recently, he 
tried to steal the ball from her and 
missed.

“You need to spend some time 
in the weight room,” Burdick 
teased Tyree. They were playing 
pickup basketball with some other 
neighborhood kids in JustLead, 
Emerald Youth Foundation’s lead-
ership program for children at 
Mount Zion Baptist Church. Em-
erald is a nonprofi t ministry that 
serves about 1,400 inner-city chil-
dren yearly with faith, education 
and sports programs.

“Aw, you’re just older than me,” 
Tyree said. He added: “I don’t care 
if she is an SEC champion.”

Burdick laughed. She and her 
UT teammates had just won the 
SEC women’s basketball tourna-
ment in Duluth. (They went on to 
receive a No. 1 seed for the NCAA 
women’s basketball tournament.) 
On this day, Burdick was doing 
another of the things she is pas-
sionate about – being a role model 
and friend to inner-city kids.

Burdick comes to Mount Zion 
Baptist each Monday afternoon 
as a member of the UT DREAM 
(Daring to Role Model Excellence 
as an Athletic Mentor) Team, an 
outreach she initiated locally to 
benefi t area children.

Kids share the ‘dream’ with UT athletes

Burdick and her peers are com-
mitted to being drug, alcohol, to-
bacco and violence free, and to 
promoting that lifestyle among 
kids. Since early January, she 
and fi ve other athletes have been 
spending regular after school time 
each week with the about 75 Emer-
ald kids aged 6-18 at Mount Zion.

“My mom always told me that to 
keep what you have, you’ve got to 
give what you can,” Burdick said. 
“I hope that coming here week in 
and week out shows the kids that 
I care. I try to be here as much as 
I can.”

Also helping at Mount Zion are 

softball players Hannah McDonald 
and Ellen Renfroe, soccer player 
Caroline Brown, runner Caroline 
Duer and rower Harper Lucas.

Later a group of children and 
teens gathered with Burdick for 
an impromptu sing-along, capped 
by a ringing rendition of “His Eye 
Is on the Sparrow” by Austin-East 
High School student Shernora 
Rogers.

Burdick joined grade-school 
boys who dribbled and shot bas-
kets. Burdick cautioned them: 
“Let’s cut out the ‘yo mama’ jokes, 
now.”

Robin Johnson, JustLead di-

rector at Mount Zion Baptist, and 
Anthony Anderson, JustLead co-
ordinator, said the children and 
teens love the involvement of the 
Dream Team. “It is the experience 
of a lifetime to spend time with a 
college athlete. It makes them feel 
special,” said Anderson.

Wednesday nights give particu-
lar opportunities for adults and 
youth to draw close, with dinner 
and small-group Bible studies. On 
a recent evening,Lucas and Duer 
each led a devotional small group: 
Duer with fi rst-grade boys and Lu-
cas with fi fth-grade girls.

The boys were full of energy 
and quickly piled onto one an-
other in their devotional area, an 
upstairs Sunday school classroom. 
Duer drew the boys into conversa-
tion when she asked each to tell 
the high and low points of their 
week. Each had a high poi nt to 
tell: spending time with “Mr. An-
thony” (Anderson), making a good 
grade, being named a class leader 
– as well as a low point: getting in 
trouble at school, being yelled at, 
getting into a fi ght.

The girls readily drew close to 
Lucas, sitting around a table with 
her in another classroom. Lucas 
said later she feels that the girls 
are starting to trust her and open 
up to her. “I am praying for them 
every night. I look forward to this 
every week,” she said.

Teacher sues on 
evaluation plan 

Mark Taylor has become the 
second Knox 
County educa-
tor to challenge 
the constitu-
tionality of 
the Tennessee 
Value Added 
Assessment 
System for 

teacher evaluations.
The Tennessee Education 

Association fi led a lawsuit on 
Taylor’s behalf in federal court 
last week.

➤ Read Betty Bean on page A-4

Fulton football to 
be honored

The Army National Guard 
national ranking trophy will 
be given to the Fulton High 
School football team at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, March 26, in 
the school auditorium as part 
of the MaxPreps Football Tour 
of Champions. 

Fulton (15-0) fi nished No. 
129 in the fi nal rankings after 
completing its fi rst unbeaten 
season since 1967 and winning 
the state championship in 4A. 
MaxPreps ranks more than 
16,000 varsity high school 
football teams. All are invited.  

NEIGHBORHOOD BUZZ

Public forum on 
Jackson Avenue

Officials will host a public 
meeting to discuss redevel-
opment of the 500 block of 
West Jackson Avenue where 
the city cleared the McClung 
Warehouses following a fire.

Potential developers, 
downtown advocates and 
anyone with a redevelopment 
idea or suggestion is invited 
at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
3, at the  Southern Depot, 318 
W. Depot Ave. 

What really 
matters ...

Fans are buzzing about the 
Tennessee quarterback derby. 
The race is on to determine 
who starts the last Saturday in 
August. Of course that is a big 
deal but the Vols can line up 
with any of the four. 

➤  Read Marvin West on page A-5

Jones Waggoner

Analysis
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