
■ An ensemble of sing-
ers from the Sevier County
Choral Society will sur-
prise your love, friend or
family members with a
Singing Valentine, con-
sisting of two songs and a
rose, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday
or Saturday, Feb. 13-14, in
the Sevier County area.

Proceeds are used for
community endeavors
including the scholarship
program for high school
students who participate
in SCCS rehearsals and
singing engagements.

Scholarship money is
$500 per calendar year of
participation. If a student
enters the program as a
freshman, he or she can
earn up to $2,000 in col-
lege scholarship money
by the time of graduation.

The cost for a Singing
Valentine is $30. For res-
ervations, call Sandra or
David, 865-429-0252.

■ East Tennessee Chil-
dren’s Hospital holds a spe-
cial place in the hearts of
Knoxville Ski and Outing
Club members, who ap-
preciate having the hos-
pital so close by.

The club recently held
an event at the Bijou

Theatre, showing War-
ren Miller’s adventure
film “No Turning Back.”
The film projects ideas of
courage, doing your best
and reaching for maxi-
mum limits.

Childrenwho are in the
hospital need that type of
courage.

The event raised $3,000
to support family-cen-
tered care, wellness and
education. ETCH is a pri-
vate, independent, not-
for-profit pediatric medi-
cal center that has served
children since 1937. Info:
www.etch.com or www.
knoxvilleskiclub.org.

■ The U.S. Soccer
Foundation has awarded
a $20,000 grant to the Em-
erald Youth Foundation to
support soccer programs
for underserved youth in
Knoxville. The Founda-
tion strives to assist and
grow the game of soccer,
as well as improve the
well-being of children, by
awarding grants to non-
profit organizations that
provide childrenwith the
opportunity to play soccer
and live a healthy lifestyle.
Grants are awarded to
support youth programs

and field-building initia-
tives.

“We’re thrilled to be
awarded this grant,” said
Derrick Long, General
Manager ofEmeraldForce
SoccerClubAcademy and
Club Leagues. “Soccer
continues to grow in pop-
ularity with Knoxville’s
urban youth, and this gen-
erous funding from the
U.S. Soccer Foundation
will help Emerald serve
more than 600 city kids
this year.”

■ PetSafe has given
$5,000 to Small Breed
Rescue of East Tennessee,
a nonprofit dedicated to
finding forever homes for
displaced or abandoned
small breed dogs. The
funds will help cover vet-
erinary expenses for dogs
in foster care.

■City ofMemphisMay-
or A.C. Wharton will de-
liver the keynote address
at the Julian Blackshear Jr.
Scholarship Gala, which
recognizes and celebrates
students and alumni who
have positively impacted
the University of Tennes-
see, Knoxville, College of
Law through their com-
mitment to diversity.

Sponsored by UT Law
in partnership with the
Black Law Students As-
sociation, the Blackshear
Gala will commencewith
a reception, 6 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 20, at the Holiday
InnWorld’s Fair Park, 525
Henley St. Dinner and the
program follow.

The cost is $50 or $25
for current students. All
proceeds from ticket sales
and money raised at the
event will directly sup-
port the College of Law’s
Blackshear Scholarship.
For tickets or information
about table sponsorship,
call RynnDupes, 865-974-
6691 or email cdupes@
utk.edu.

■TheKappa SigmaFra-
ternity at theUniversity of
Tennessee raised $15,000
for the Wounded Warrior/
Fisher House programs
during its annual “South
Seas” fundraiser, held at
the fraternity house.

■ Sugarlands Distilling
Co. will divide $60,000
among 12 elected non-
profits during their “Year
of Giving” MoonShare
program.

Members of the public
were able to cast votes

via Facebook in January.
Nearly 100,000voteswere
cast, and twelve deserving
recipients were chosen.

Thewinners get $5,000
each and include United
Plant Savers and Friends
of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

“The mountain way is
to lend a hand, and our
company is built on the
philosophies of the first

families that settled in
the area,” said Courtney
DeLaura, director of pro-
gram.

Sugarlands Distill-
ing Company made 2015
its “Year of Giving” by
launching MoonShare, a
community works pro-
gram that donates a por-
tion of its proceeds to or-
ganizations that positively
impact the community.
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Philanthropies

Citizens in Blount
Country didn’t let the end
ofUT football season dim
their Volunteer spirit, but
instead celebrated the re-
centSuperBowlat theSec-
ond Harvest Food Bank’s
Maryville warehouse at
the 2nd annual Souper
Bowl for Hunger. Hosted
by the NFL Alumni Asso-
ciation of East Tennessee,
the event gave guests the
opportunity to recline in
the “living room” in front
of one of the many big
screen TVs to watch the
big game or dine at one of
dozens of kitchen tables
and chairs, all provided
by Aaron’s. This year’s
event featured a “skybox”
where attendees could
sit in bleachers overlook-
ing the warehouse floor
and not miss a second of
the action-packed game.
Additionally, in a tented
area outside the facility,
guests could enjoy a “Ci-
gar and Bourbon Bar.” All
proceeds went to benefit
Second Harvest to help
feed the hungry in East
Tennessee.

In addition to thepremi-
um viewing areas, silent
and live auctions featured
top-of-the-line sports

memorabilia, 50 pounds
ofT-bones,Heineken beer
packages and more. Also
available at the Souper
Bowl party was a photo
booth for attendees to take
pictureswith belovedEast
Tennessee NFL alumni.
All guests enjoyed the buf-
fets which included a taco
bar from Moe’s, a Buffalo
WildWings wing bar and
aMetro’s pizza bar.

Guests includedTimand
Sharon Irwin, Bruce Wilk-
erson, Anthony and Paula
Hancock, Ron McCartney
and Jan Kuban, Chris and
AngelaWampler,Greg and
Melissa Issacs,Patrick and
Marilyn Roddy, Dugan and
Stephanie McLaughlin,
Chris Foote, Phil Williams,

George and Heidi Buxton,
Sam andMargoKrakoviak,
GlennStreno,BennySmith,
JaneGroff,BearStevenson,
Jack Campbell, Nick Car-
boni, Constantine Christo-
doulou, Chris Foote, Fuad
Reveiz, David and Karla
Douglas and Steve and
Denise Douglas.

■ Usually the month of
January is a seasonofNew
Year’s resolutions and
cleaning up from holiday
parties, but several indi-
viduals in the commu-
nity took the post-holiday
month to celebrate mak-
ing it through yet another
holiday season. KnoxHer-
itage’s executive director
Kim Trent invited guests
to her new home in East
Knoxville to enjoy tasty
treats and beverages at
an event she dubbed “The
After Party.”

Among those attending
were Annette Brun, Suzan

Murphy, Cari Gervin, El-
len Robinson, Lorie Huff,
John Cotham, Lee Ingram,
Gary Bentley, David But-
ler, Mickey Mallonee, An-
die Ray, Randall De Ford,
Cindi DeBusk, Nelda Hill,
Deborah Franklin, Dennis
Owen, Carol Evans, Becky
Hancock, Mary Lawrence
Woullodh, Lynne Lawson
Fugate, Dennis E. Perkins,
Matthew Everett , Fin-
barr Saunders, Melissa
Charles, Todd Witcher,
Tinah Utsman, Laura Still,
Mary Pom Claiborne, Cyn-
thia D’Andrea, Laurens
Tullock, Cindy Hassil, Eric
Vreeland, Dawn Coppock,
Tamera Easterday, Carol
Montgomery, Charlotte
Tolley, Duane Grieve,

Forrest Kirkpatrick, Cindy
RobinsonMoffett,Marshall
Stair, SarahWeeks,Melin-
da Meador and Linda and
DannyMarion.

■ Chuck Morris of Mor-
ris Creative Group fol-
lowed suit and invited
guests to his offices in
downtown Knoxville to
celebrate the post-holiday
season.Attendees enjoyed
mixing andmingling over
plates of Archer’s barbe-
cue while relaxing and
sharing stories of holiday
adventures.

Guests included Teri
Lux, Janice Siegel, Mike
Purdy, John and Barbara
Morris, Courtney Piper,
Barry Armstrong, Tony
Cappiello, George Ar-
rants, Daryle Keck, Aaron
Snukals, Elaine Streno, Su-
zanneHimes,KristineDav-
enport, Sharon Murphree
Bell, Darryl Bell, Martha
Kopp, Steve and Joyanna
Hurst, SamBendriem, Sam
Ellis, Robin Easter, Mary
Leidig, George Scott,Mat-
thew Debardelaben, Joe
Petre, George Wallace,
Josh Ward, Archer and
Yvonne Bagley, Wayne
Blasius, Carlo and Julie
Smith, BrentWilliams,Bob
andMarieAlcorn, Jonathan

Young, Lola Alapo,
Francis Graffeo,
Carol Johnson, Fred
Lee, Karen Persh-
ing, Johnna Easter,
Michael and Mary
Kathryn Durr, Greg
D’Amico, Sherry
Ault, Mary Linda
Schwarzbart and
Mark Clark.

■ Leaders of the
Hispanic com-
munity visited the
Casa HoLa in the
Emporium Center
to celebrate a very
special art exhibit
by Argentine na-
tive and Knoxville
resident Susana
Esrequis. Esrequis
has received nu-

merous awards for her art
work, and her paintings
have been used by UNI-
CEF for their Christmas
cards and post cards. The
reception also honored
the new manager of Casa
HoLa, Karina Cureton.

Other guests at the re-
ception included Carlos
Pinilla, Anabel Lino, Susan
French, Santiago Cucca-
rese, Judy and LarryHenry,
Michael Combs, Luis and
Loida Velazquez, Judith
White, Becky Marambio,
Carlos and Eleana Bam-
berger, Rosie Noriega, Pe-
dro Tomás, John Fairstein,
Ben and Donna Bassett,
Susana and Alberto Del
Rosso, Alicia Stuart and
Astrid Galindo.

■ The Volunteer Trav-
elers SquareDancing club
recently held its 38th an-
niversary dance and cel-
ebration. Attendees had
much to commemorate
the occasion as they also
recently announced the
formation of Volunteer
Squares; amerging of two
local square dance clubs.
New officers include Bar-
bara Benson, Larry Clapp,
Margaret Carpenter, Gay
Clapp, Susan Justice and
Tim Berry. The anniver-
sary celebration included
special guests WIVK the
Frog and past president
Tammy Berry.

Megan Venable may be
reached at meganemilyven-
able@gmail.com or 865-591-
5912. Follow her on Twitter @
peopleparties.

Souper celebration raises Second Harvest funds

Former Vol and NFL player Antone Davis and son Dakota, left, at the Second Harvest Food
Bank’s Souper Bowl for Hunger.

At the Morris Creative Group’s post-holiday party are staff members
Kevin Jones, Jaques Palin, Kellie Ward, Chuck Morris and Sherrie
DeMarcus.

Casa HoLa manager Karina Cureton, board member Rebecca Gomez, 2014 HoLa Festival Co-
ordinator Irene Hernandez, artist Susana Esrequis and President of HoLa Hora Latina Angela
Masini at the recent reception in the Emporium.

Rose Anne
and Steve
Bell with
WIVK the
Frog at the
recent 38th
anniversary
celebration
and dance
for the Vol-
unteer Trav-
elers Square
Danc-
ing Club.
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